Portions of Hope:
Lessons from the Lead Presbyter

On Sunday morning | visited with a member of one of our churches after
leading worship. While we enjoyed refreshments, she shared memories from
her childhood as the daughter of a Presbyterian minister. She remembers
attending presbytery picnics and playing games with the other children, one
of whom is also a ruling elder and leader in a distant congregation. The picture
that she painted of Presbyterians gathered in fellowship made me think about
community and what it means to be a connectional church.

This morning | received a text from one of our pastors who upon hearing the
news of the flooding throughout the state, especially in Lewis and Upsher
counties, had reached out to colleagues and friends to ask if they needed help.
This was followed by an email from another pastor seeking to initiate a
Presbytery response. The caring and concern of both of these pastors made
me think about community and what it means to be a connectional church.

Relationships have been important in the Presbytery of West Virginia since its
creation in 1987. | suspect that relationships have been important to the
presbyteries and synods in West Virginia that came before PWV. Much like the
coal seams that run throughout the bedrock of the state, we are deeply
connected to one another down to our Presbyterian “bedrock”.

As many of you know, one of three targets of the Strategic Plan for our work as
a Presbytery is relationships. It is a main focus of the work of our new
Connectional Presbyter, Sarah Sanderson-Doughty — specifically creating
opportunities and structures to strengthen, and in some cases reestablish, our
relationships with one another. This is important work. It is essential work.

| want to invite you to join in this relationship work. Some of us have a vision
for what it meant to be a connectional church in the Grafton, Greenbrier, or
Parkersburg presbyteries. Others of us have a vision for what it meant to be a
connectional church as the Presbytery of West Virginia was in its infancy and
adolescence. What is needed now is a common understanding of what it
means to be in relationship, to be a connectional church.



The weekend of August 7-9 will kick off a series of events that offer the
Presbytery — that is all of us — opportunities to engage in conversation about
being a connectional church. The conversation begins with four events that
invite us to deepen our listening skills. The Rev. Dr. Ayana Teter will lead us as
we learn to listen well so that we can minister to one another and have the
skills to dialogue together, to build and rebuild our connections as a
community of Presbyterians in this state we love. | hope to see you on
August 7 at 5:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, Clarksburg; August 8 at
10:00 a.m. at Beckley Presbyterian Church; August 8 at 3:00 p.m. at
Edgewood Presbyterian Church; or August 9 at 2:30 at First Presbyterian
Church, St. Albans. | encourage you to come and deepen your life and
leadership skill of listening.

Learn more about the workshops in the news release.

Register to attend a workshop here.



https://wvpresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Leaning-into-Listen-Workshops-Hosted-by-Presbytery-of-West-Virginia.pdf
https://www.jotform.com/261753716176059
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