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A few months ago, | wrote about the role and importance of connections for
Presbyterians, and | saw this clearly on display at the PC(USA)’s just-
concluded 227th General Assembly. That’s one of the joys of attending a GA -
yes, | said “joys.”

Not only did folks see friends and acquaintances from the past, but new
connections were made, often discovering they were “connected” to the same
people. There were lots of hugs and back-slapping happening.

It’s like the old trivia game of Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon, except in our
Presbyterian world it feels more like three.

However, this is not a report on the General Assembly, that will come from
others later. It is about how those connections on display there are built, and
for us it starts right here in the Presbytery of West Virginia.

It starts with saying, “Yes.” Saying “yes” to a nominating committee usually at
your local church.

We have been blessed in West Virginia that many of our members have done
so over the years:

e Yes to being an elder.

* Yes to being a presbytery commissioner.

e Yes to serving on a presbytery committee.

e Yes to serving at the synod level.

e Yes to serving on one of a myriad of national boards on all sorts of issues
and ministries, or in some of the partner organizations such as the
Assaociation of Partners in Christian Education, UKirk Collegiate Ministries,
Presbyterian Church Camp and Conference Association, Presbyterian
Association of Musicians, Presbyterian Women, and too many others to
name that operate on a level above the congregation.



https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/general-assembly-gathering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six_Degrees_of_Kevin_Bacon
http://wvpresbytery.org/
https://apcenet.org/
https://ukirk.org/
https://www.pccca.net/
https://www.presbymusic.org/
https://www.presbymusic.org/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/

| realize it’s not always easy or even possible to do that, what with families,
work, civic participation, and any number of important and meaningful
responsibilities at home.

But | also remember the first time | was asked to become an elder and serve
on session way back in the mid-1980s at Lithonia (Ga.) Presbyterian Church.
When | asked about the time commitment, the answer was, “be there every
time the doors open.”

It was a facetious, smart-aleck answer, of course, but the point was made.

As a former stated clerk, my former colleagues might chastise me if | didn’t
guote the Book of Order, so here goes:

“The mutual interconnection of the church through its councils is a sign of the
unity of the church. Congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), while
possessing all the gifts necessary to be the church, are nonetheless not
sufficient in themselves to be the church. Rather, they are called to share with
others both within and beyond the congregation the task of bearing witness to
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the world. This call to bear witness is the work
of all believers.” (G-3.0101)

Over the years, we’ve had our share of PWV folks at higher levels, and I’ll start
by apologizing in advance to any | have missed, because I’m confident there
are several.

Benny Benfield and Ernest Trice Thompson top the list, each serving as
moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the United States (the Southern
church before reunion). There have also been many in other national roles:
Susan Sharp Campbell, Kathryn McCrary, Carolyn Arbuckle, Emily Harden,
Shelley Barrick Parsons, Kari Preslar, Marietta Macy, Marsha Mason, Gay
Mothershed, Noha Khoury-Bailey, and yours truly.

Many others have served on the higher councils of the church before coming
to West Virginia: Sarah Sanderson-Doughty, Tina Vial, Kris Haig, Bill Myers.



| would be remiss if | didn’t at least mention one of the ordination vows:

e Forruling elders: “Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the
people, providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in
government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your
ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?”
(Emphasis added.)

e For ministers of Word and Sacrament: “Will you be a faithful minister of
the Word and Sacrament, proclaiming the good news in Word and
Sacrament, teaching faith and caring for people? Will you be active in
government and discipline, serving in the councils of the church; and in
your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
(Emphasis added.)

As the list of names above indicates, the Presbytery of West Virginia has been
well represented on the national level over the years, even though our
membership may be smaller than many other presbyteries.

| acknowledge people’s work may make it difficult to say yes. It’s one of the
reasons our councils tend to be made up of older, often retired, persons. |
have been fortunate to be in a position where | could usually adjust my
schedule to participate, but having served on several different level
nominating committees, | can attest that getting an appropriate
representation of younger Presbyterians is challenging. (Define “young”
however you wish.)

In closing, if you get the call to serve, do everything you can to say, “yes.” It’s
the only way we can reasonably address that issue and involve the full
breadth of the presbytery and denomination.

It’s not too heavy-handed to suggest it's a call from God.

Grace and peace.
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