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Portions of Hope:
Lessons from the Lead Presbyter

The 227th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
opened on Mondsay as the committees of the assembly began their
work using Zoom. The General Assembly is awe inspiring. It challenges us to look
beyond our local context to listen, wonder, and discern what God is saying to the
church today. The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Part Il the
Book of Order describes it this way:

The General Assembly constitutes the bond of union, community, and mission
among all of its congregations and councils, to the end that the whole church
becomes a community of faith, hope, love, and witness. As it leads and guides
the witness of the whole church, it shall keep before it the marks of the Church
(F-1.0302), the notes by which Presbyterian and Reformed communities have
identified themselves through history (F-1.0303), and the six Great Ends of the
Church (F-1.0304). (Book of Order, G-3.0501.)

Attending a General Assembly — as an observer, worshipper, volunteer,
commissioner, or staff person - is to experience this community of faith, hope,
love, and witness. It is a living out of the words of Luke 13:29, “Then people will
come from east and west, north and south...” Those gathered come to listen for
the Spirit who speaks through worship and committee meetings, reports and
plenary, voices and silence. Those gathered come to make decisions in witness
to Jesus Christ through times of agreement and disagreement, silence and
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shouting, study and prayer. God is always present.

The church gathers in this highest council, the General Assembly, because
Presbyterians firmly believe that God speaks as we gather. As the Church
seeks reform and fresh direction, it looks to Jesus Christ who goes ahead of us
and calls us to follow him (F-1.0401). The Spirit guides us as we gather. On
Tuesday | sent an email to our commissioners, Bill Myers and Kari Preslar, and
Theological Student Advisory Delegate, Austyn Long. | included a prayer
asking God to grant them wisdom and discernment, that they hear God’s voice
among those gathered. | asked God that their faith be deepened and, should it
be tested, that God help them hold fast as Christ’s disciples. They are living
out the commission from us to study and prepare, to be present, to listen, to
be active and vote. They are charged to vote their conscience (F-3.0101) that
God’s will be made known. Please pray for them and for all of the
commissioners to the assembly.

Austyn Long, Bill Myers, Kari Preslar, Sarah Sanderson-Doughty, and | will
travel to Milwaukee today and tomorrow. Please pray for all of us as we travel
and as we serve the Presbytery of West Virginia.

Here is what  am most looking forward to at the General Assembly plenary in
Milwaukee. God is present every time the body worships; | cannot wait to
meet God there. God is present every time a report is shared and as decisions
are made; | cannot wait to meet God there. God is present in the fellowship,
every time | see a friend or make a new one; | cannot wait to meet God there.
God is present every time a commissioner finds their voice and speaks to the
gathered assembly; | cannot wait to meet God there. | encourage you to take
some time and listen to the livestream so that you can meet God there, too.

Here Is How You Can Follow General Assembly 227

For a full schedule of events, click here. The plenary sessions of the General
Assembly can be livestreamed here. Those who would like to follow the
actions of the assembly can tune into GA Daily “A 30-minute talk show airing
on Facebook Live and the GA227 homepage, providing viewers an opportunity
for more insight into the goings on at the 227th General Assembly in
Milwaukee. Host Fred Tangeman interviews some of the key players at this
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year’s gathering and highlights some of the events and people attending.” (GA
227 web page.)

As many of you know, the Presbytery of West Virgina’s Bill Myers is standing
for Co-Moderator of the General Assembly. His Co-Moderator partner is
Barbara Barkley. For the first time, the election of the Co-Moderators will take
place at the end of the Assembly’s business on Thursday, July 2 between 8:30
AM and noon with the Co-Moderator installation taking place following the
election. You can read the Presbytery’s communications on Bill Myer’s stand
for Co-Moderator here. Read more in the Co-Moderator Booklet. You can also
sign up to receive information during the 227th GA here.
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