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Making Connections

We Presbyterians talk a lot about the value of connections, that we’re a
“connectional” denomination. And we are.

But it takes intentionality to maintain those connections, and unfortunately the
geography of West Virginia — “you can’t get there from here” —is a hurdle,
especially when combined with the pace and hectic nature of our world today.

Much of the emphasis from the latest strategic plan centers around developing
and strengthening those connections, whether they be new or old. It’s one of the
reasons the plan called for creation of a “connectional presbyter” and we are
excited to have Sarah Sanderson-Doughty in that role; she already has the pedal
to the metal to accomplish the job. You’ll continue to hear how that’s playing out
for some time.

| bring this up now because | just finished reviewing feedback from the latest
presbytery meeting and many of the comments are directly or indirectly about
those connections. (As | said at the meeting, the Leadership team reviews each
and every one of those forms and takes those comments seriously.)

Presbytery meetings are obviously the primary opportunity to build those
connections on a large scale. They bring the most people together in one place
so the individual who lives in Williamson can actually see and have lunch with the
friend from Williamstown.

Over the years, the presbytery has tried many different ways to structure those
meetings. My cloudy old-man’s memory contains recollections of overnight
meetings at Bluestone, Cedar Lakes and elsewhere where the afternoon of the
first day was given over to a larger educational topic than we do now and, | think,
worship. They also provided more time for fellowship in the evening.

We also tried quadrant meetings. The goal was to make it possible for small



churches, which most of ours are, to host a presbytery meeting as well as reduce
travel for commissioners and others. Pulling it off was difficult and presented
some significant parliamentary challenges. There may be, and probably are,
other variations.

And then came the pandemic, which drove us to online meetings. Online
meetings have one significant plus: there’s no travel involved for most
commissioners, meaning more people are able to attend — which in turn opens
the door to a whole different cadre of possible commissioners.

As we came out of the pandemic, wanting to keep the plus of online meetings
AND the community building of in-person meetings, at least one of the four
meetings is to be an exclusively virtual meeting.

Indeed, that presents a whole set of other challenges, both logistically and
procedurally, as we have seen over the past two meetings. In addition to the
obvious ones, it even further limits the churches able to host because not every
church has the technical ability, e.g. internet connection, to do the job.

One suggestion on the feedback forms was to meet in a central place. | can think
of only one church located anything close to centrally that might have the
bandwidth and/or equipment to accommodate what we need.

However, “geographically” central is not even close to where most Presbyterians
live, that is further south — which of course disadvantages the northern part of
the presbytery every meeting.

So, what do to? No magic answers here.
But know that it is a discussion that happens every time presbytery meeting

location is on the agenda. Other ideas are more than welcome. You can send
them to moderator@wyvpresbytery.org.

Grace and peace.
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