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CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The Presbytery of West Virginia is 

excited to announce the hiring of the Rev. Dr. Ayana Teter 

from the Center for Healthy Churches and Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary, to serve as a listening trainer for our 

Presbytery as a component of the recent Fit for the Future 

Grant received from the Synod of the Trinity. 

Bringing two decades of parish ministry, judicatory 

leadership, denominational, and theological education 

administration experience to her consulting with 

CHC/PneuMatrix, Teter serves as the Dean of Community 

Life and Spiritual Formation at Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary and Parish Associate at Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church. As a congregational and judicatory consultant, 

Teter works to equip non-profit organizations and spiritual 

leaders to live more faithfully into their God-given mission 

through coaching, spiritual direction, strategic planning 

and organizational visioning. 

Pictured: Rev. Dr. Ayana Teter from the 

Center for Healthy Churches and 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, to serve 

as a listening trainer for our Presbytery.

“We read in scripture that God calls us to remember His mighty deeds and faithfulness 

throughout generations. I am excited that the folks in my neighboring presbytery are 

courageously embarking on a presbytery-wide listening campaign,” Teter said. “And I am 

excited about how sharing the stories and experiences of the work of God in our 

neighborhoods and counties will deepen relationships and prepare folks to enter into new 

seasons of ministry together!” 

Traveling with Presbytery staff the weekend of August 7-9, Teter will host the same deep 

listening workshop in four different locations; Friday, August 7, at First Presbyterian Church, 

Clarksburg, from 5:30 to 8:30 pm with dinner provided from 5:30 to 6:30 pm; Saturday, 

August 8, at Beckley Presbyterian Church from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm with lunch provided 

from 12:00 to 1:00 pm; Saturday, August 8, at Edgewood Presbyterian Church, Lewisburg, 

from 3:00 to 6:00 pm with dinner provided from 5:00 to 6:00 pm; and Sunday, August 9, at 

First Presbyterian Church, St. Albans, from 2:30- 5:30 pm with dinner provided from 4:30 to 

5:30 pm. While the workshops are free, registration is needed to provide meals at each event.
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Attendees can expect a contemplative atmosphere and comfortable group work where they 

will learn by listening, sharing and responding to a small group of fellow disciples.

Sarah Sanderson-Doughty, Connectional Presbyter, is working with Maureen Wright, Lead 

Presbyter and Stated Clerk, and Teter to prepare for the weekend of workshops. 

“It is exciting to be moving forward on our strategic plan and to have found such a dynamic 

teacher and facilitator to help us on our way,” Sanderson-Doughty said. “We are thrilled to be 

able to bring this workshop to four different parts of the presbytery in the hope that many 

will be able to easily access at least one of them. We hope pastors, elders, and members will 

all feel inspired to share three hours so that we might be equipped to be a better connected 

Presbytery.”

Teter’s hope for these workshops is that participants will walk away with a greater 

appreciation for the power of deep listening as we minister to one another and contribute to 

community healing. 

“It is also my hope that by deepening these care-giving ministry skills folks will gain insight, 

encouragement and energy for a new season of connectional ministry together.”

Please register here for the Listening Workshop you plan to attend by Saturday, August 1. For 

questions, contact Sarah Sanderson-Doughty, Connectional Presbyter, by email or phone at 

304.744.7634, ext. 3. 

Ayana Teter is a graduate of Arizona State University [B.A.], Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary [M.Div.], and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary [D.Min.] with extensive training in 

marriage and family psychotherapy theory and practice. She engages in deep listening, 

systems thinking and best practices in organizational leadership to encourage organizations 

to embrace new pathways. Her areas of focus include stewardship and strategic planning, 

cultural competency development and training, spiritual direction and group discernment 

practices, retreat facilitation and organizational redevelopment. Teter’s passions include 

ballet, musical expression, spiritual discernment and life-long learning.
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