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CHARLESTON, W.Va. – Village Chapel Presbyterian Church in Charleston, West Virginia, 
has received a $25,000 Vital Worship, Vital Preaching Grant from the Calvin Institute of 
Christian Worship (CICW). The Vital Worship, Vital Preaching Grants program is supported 
by Lilly Endowments Inc. 

Announcing recipients twice a year, CICW announced Village Chapel one of seventy-seven 
applicants across the United States and Canada to receive this yearlong award “promoting 
thoughtful, creative projects to strengthen Christian worship practices and preaching” on 
June 30, 2026. 

Both the Rev. Dr. Todd Wright, Minister of Word and Sacrament, and the Rev. Dr. Amy S. W. 
Parker, Minister of Education and Arts, at Village Chapel had previously applied for Lilly 
sabbatical grants and were familiar with the rigor the grantors expected in crafting the 
application. When Parker saw the Vital Worship, Vital Preaching grant, she knew it was an 
opportunity Village Chapel needed to take.  

“Around the time I saw information on the grant, I’d had the feeling it might be time for a 
new project to engage the entire congregation, much like the 75th Anniversary had done in 
2025, and that deepening our understanding of Scripture and worship would be a 
worthwhile endeavor,” Parker said.  

Through the application process, Wright, Parker, and three elders, Vicki Cunningham, 
Sheila Danzer, and Patty Skaff, focused on the question, “How does scripture form, inform, 
and reform worship?” Landing on the focus, “Building on the Bible: A Foundation for 
Reformed Worship”, the team’s goal is to expand and enrich the congregation’s 
understanding of the elements of Reformed worship by delving into biblical history and 
stories, by studying the role of the law and how it fits into our understanding of grace and 
community-building; and by strengthening our understanding of the power of music and 
poetry in worship.  

“We hope to do this in partnership with our neighbors, and led by scholars, so that we 
develop a deeper and emotional connection between faith and worship,” Wright stated. 

https://lillyendowment.org/


Beginning this September, Village Chapel will meet with members of Jewish, Muslim, and 
African American congregations over a meal to hold a discussion. Wright’s hope is that 
joint worship will also be held. Crafting workshops around scriptures that reflect particular 
genres, the congregation will engage in a reading program focused on both the scriptural 
elements chosen and on Reformed worship.  

“We will survey people throughout the project, and at the end, to determine what we have 
learned and how to apply those learnings to transform our worship and our relationship 
with our neighbors,” Wright said. 

“We have worked closely with other congregations in the past – breaking the Ramadan fast 
with our Muslim neighbors, participating in a service led by the Black Ministerial Alliance 
mourning West Virginia lynchings, and hosting the local rabbi for a meal and presentation 
about Judaism – so we are excited about this chance to come together and deepen our 
relationship with our neighbors!”     

Lead Presbyter and Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of West Virginia, Maureen Wright, is 
excited to see how congregations are utilizing resources, like grants, to expand educational 
opportunities.  

“I congratulate Village Chapel Presbyterian.  I look forward to the ways in which this grant 
will foster strong relationships, opportunities for rich and creative worship, and encourage 
deeper faith within the church and its community.” 

According to the news release issued by CICW, more than 1,400 one-year grants have been 
awarded to worshiping communities and teacher-scholars in various disciplines across the 
United States and Canada over the past 26 years.  
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