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THE PRESBYTERY OF WEST VIRGINIA 

Synod of the Trinity – Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

Bridgeport Presbyterian Church 
Bridgeport, West Virginia 

August 15, 2026 

 

DOCKET 
*Indicates “Order of the Day” (To be taken up precisely at the time indicated) 

 

9:00 – 10:00 Registration and time for fellowship and refreshments 

 

*10:00  Call to Order        John Bolt, Moderator 

 

Greetings from Bridgeport Presbyterian Church            Steve Elderbrock 

 

Business of the Presbytery 

- Seating of Corresponding Member 

- Recognition of Ruling Elders attending Presbytery for the first time 

- Statement of Quorum 

- Approval of Docket 

- Presentation of Procedural Matters 

- Consent Agenda             Moderator 

o A consent agenda groups together routine items and resolutions 

under one agenda item. Items included in the consent agenda will not 

be open for discussion and all are approved in one vote. Opportunity 

will be given prior to the vote for members to remove items from the 

consent agenda. Items that are removed will be added to the regular 

agenda for separate discussion. 

- Appointment of Temporary Clerks 

- Appointment of Standing Committees 

o Committee on Bills and Overtures 

▪ Leadership Team members present 

 

*10:15  Educational Focus 227th General Assembly  

John Bolt, press The Presbyterian Outlook 

Bill Myers, Commissioner 

Kari Preslar, Commissioner 

Ken Tolley, Manager of General Assembly Business 

 

11: 20  Greetings from the Board of Pensions                                     Emily Chudy 

 

A MISSION STATEMENT FOR THE PRESBYTERY OF WEST VIRGINIA 
 

Transformed by the love of Christ, we will be a covenant community of vibrant 

congregations where everyone is welcomed, loved, and encouraged to discover their 

purpose and make a difference in their communities, reflecting new life in Christ. 
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*11:30 Morning Worship 

Presentation of New Presbytery Logo 

*12:30 Recess for Lunch 

*1:30 Afternoon Prayer    Moderator 

Report of the Lead Presbyter & Stated Clerk              Maureen Wright 

Report of the Commission on Pastoral Ministry    Todd Wright 

- Examination of Ken Tolley for Ordination

Report of the Leadership Team       Andy Rice 

Report of the Treasurer    Chris Alfred 

Report of the Commission on Operations    Senta Goudy 

Report of the Committee on Nurture and Relationships     Kari Preslar 

“Good News from the Pews”        Moderator 

This is a time of sharing good news from churches throughout the presbytery 

by Ruling Elder Commissioners only. 

Report of the Outreach Committee     John Nelson 

Report of the Administrative Commission to Dissolve 

the Rock Forge Presbyterian Church           Steve Elderbrock 

Report of the Administrative Commission to Dissolve 

the Trinity Presbyterian Church  Monte Mitchell 

Report of the Connectional Presbyter       Sarah Sanderson Doughty 

New Business 

Completion of Feedback Forms 

4:00 Anticipated Time of Adjournment with Charge and Benediction by the Moderator 

Final 2026 Stated Meeting: 

November 19 – First Presbyterian Church, Parkersburg 
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PRESBYTERY OF WEST VIRGINIA 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON PASTORAL MINISTRY 
Schuyler Olt, Administrative Commission Chair 

August 15, 2026 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That Trinity Presbyterian Church be dissolved effective August 15, 2026.

2. That the proceeds from the sale of Trinity’s Property be divided as listed:

• Beckley Presbyterian Church, $20,000

• Helping Hands food and clothing pantry, $10,000

• Bluestone Camp and Retreat, $10,000

• Presbytery of West Virginia Hunger Grant Fund, $5,175.53

• Closed Church Fund, $5,175.53

• Salvation Army of Beckley children’s summer program, $5,000

• Friends of Coal Ladies Auxiliary family support & education, $5,000

3. The Commission hereby asserts the claim of the Presbytery to any property of 

the church not known at this time, or property which may come to the church as the 

beneficiary of a will or trust.

4. That the Administrative Commission be dismissed with thanks.

BACKGROUND & RATIONALE: 

At the presbytery meeting on August 16, 2025, the Presbytery approved the creation of an 

administrative commission for the purpose of dissolving Trinity Presbyterian Church, at 

their request, and caring for its members.  

The Moderator appointed the following members to the commission: 

• Schuyler Olt (MWS, Union Presbyterian Church)

• Diane Thacker (RE, Clerk of Session, Trinity Presbyterian Church)

• Alyson Dotson (RE, Ronceverte Presbyterian Church)

• Monte Mitchell (MWS, Beckley Presbyterian Church)

In a meeting on February 26, 2026, Senta Goudy, chairwoman of the Commission on 

Operations, Andy Rice, chairman of the Leadership Team, Moderator John Bolt and Lead 

Presbyter Maureen Wright met and approved the sale of the property for $65,000 to Pastor 

Benny Harper and the Shady Spring Pentecostal Holiness Church. 

On April 24, 2026, the members of the Administrative Commission, along with Lead 

Presbyter Wright and Treasurer and Business Administrator Chris Alfred, met for a brief 
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walk-through of the property. All members were wearing masks. The building has a mold 

infestation that makes it unsafe for occupancy. Some years ago, a leaky roof was repaired, 

but mold proliferated undetected until it became such an expensive problem that the 

congregation was no longer able to fix it or afford repairs. Insurance would not pay for 

mitigation. Many areas of the building appear unaffected, but the ceiling of a room off the 

hallway was black with mold and had an overpowering odor even through a mask. The 

buyer was aware of these issues, and the necessity for mold mitigation was factored in the 

sale price.  

Session records were transferred to the Stated Clerk, and financial records were given to 

the Treasurer. 

The Commission discussed having a farewell service for Trinity at another location, and 

Diane Thacker advised that the church felt as if it had already had such a service.  

The seven remaining active members of Trinity Presbyterian joined Beckley Presbyterian 

Church by transfer of letter on July 12, 2026, after having regularly attended most of this 

year. Two other members of Trinity had joined Beckley Presbyterian last year. All have been 

a joy to meet and have been warmly received by the congregation. A churchwide luncheon 

was held in honor of Trinity Presbyterian on July 12, and the sermon on Psalm 121 included 

the following:  

We mourn with folks who loved Trinity Presbyterian Church, and remember it with 

reverence and fondness, and know our faith continues and God is with us in all 

places, in all times, in all ways. In a few moments we’ll welcome those members to 

become members here, and we’ll hold together to the memories of what was even 

as we celebrate what is and what is to come.  

A number of Beckley Presbyterian Church (BPC) members moved their membership to help 

found Trinity in the former Shady Spring Elementary School, where the Rev. John Pack led 

the first worship service on July 27, 1980. The BPC Session signed a covenant of 

redevelopment of the ministry at Trinity Presbyterian on July 27, 1987. On January 10, 1988, 

officers were installed at Trinity, and BPC signed a sponsor covenant. Trinity’s framed 

evangelism covenant with the Presbytery of Greenbrier was retained at Diane Thacker’s 

request and is now included in the history room at BPC. Other items from Trinity, including 

two pedestal tables, a wooden cross and felt-covered nativity scene animals, will be 

prominently displayed. 

The sale of the Trinity property closed on July 13. The net proceeds were $60,351.06. 
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